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Always Busy at March…
 
Team March,
It’s been a busy season across our base, and if you blink, you’ll miss just how much we’ve been
up to. Did you know our defenders, aerial port, and LRS recently supported a $2.3 billion drug
seizure involving fentanyl and cocaine? That’s not a typo — $2.3 billion. That’s your teammates
helping keep the homeland safe in very real ways.
And it doesn’t stop there. Our maintenance professionals are not only keeping our fleet
mission-ready here at home, they’ve also been assisting other units downrange in South
America, directly supporting global operations. Just another example of how the Airmen of
March quietly power the mission worldwide.
We also played a key role in BAMBOO EAGLE, a critical multinational exercise sharpening our
readiness and strengthening international partnerships. And if you made it to the CAFR Wing
Commander’s Call, or the recent 4th Air Force Change of Command, you saw firsthand how
March continues to stay at the tip of the spear.
Of course, no mission succeeds without balance — and we’re all very excited to see all of you at
the base picnic at the September drill. Time with family and teammates is never wasted. I
hope you have a chance to unplug, reconnect, and recharge.
As we shift from summer to fall, it’s a good moment to reset. A change in season is the perfect
time to recalibrate your priorities, check in with loved ones, and start projecting your personal
duty calendar now. The holidays have a way of sneaking up, and planning ahead can help you
avoid getting “too busy” later.
And don’t forget — there are only a hand full of working days until our next inspection(s). Let’s
stay sharp, stay ready, and support each other as we roll into the new fiscal year.
Proud to serve with each of you.
 
Col. Bryan “BAM” Bailey
March ARB Installation Commander

COMMANDER’S CORNER

Quarterly Award Winners

On behalf of Col Bailey, Col Oberoi and me, we proudly recognize the following quarterly
award recipients whose dedication, professionalism, and excellence have set the standard for
the 452nd Air Mobility Wing:
 
Amn Cat: SrA Ashleigh Bohling, 452 AMDS (MDG)
NCO Cat: SSgt Joshua Sherwood, 452 CES (MSG)
SNCO Cat: MSgt Robert Devey, 452 CES (MSG)
CGO Cat: Capt Brandon Martinez, 452 ASTS (MDG)
Civ Cat I: Ms. Leslie Ruemenapp, 452 OSS (OG)
Civ Cat II: Ms. Katie Young, 452 AMW/FM (WSA)
Civ Cat III: Mr. Adam Fowerbaugh, 452 CS (MSG)
TEAM: Hawaii Deployment for Training Team, 452 CES (MSG)
 
Congratulations to our CY 25 – Q2 quarterly awards winners! 
 
v/r,
CMSgt Bilal



MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE, Calif. — For five decades, the Inland Empire community has
come together to serve those who serve. On Saturday, Sept. 13, the Military First Committee
will host the 50th Annual March Air Reserve Base Community Picnic at LeMay Park,
continuing a tradition that began in 1974.

“This is the 50th year, and for me, it’s the 37th
year I’ve been doing this,” said Jamil Dada, chair
of the picnic and Military First Committee. “Your
service deserves our service—and that’s why we
do this.”

The one-day event is expected to draw between
3,500 and 5,000 attendees, including Airmen,
Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, and their families.
More than 300 volunteers—many of them local
civic leaders, business representatives, and
residents—will donate their time to prepare
food, run games, and staff booths.

“We’ve never had a problem gathering
volunteers. In fact, we often have to turn people
away because everyone wants to support our
military,” Dada said. “It’s incredible to see both
sides—service members and volunteers—
beaming with joy. Everyone feels the
connection.”

The picnic traditionally features a carnival-like atmosphere with face painting, jump houses,
a dunk tank, live music, and free food and drinks for Team March members and their
families. Local businesses contribute both funds and food, with Albertsons/Vons/Pavilions
serving as the largest annual sponsor.

RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY PUTS ON PICNIC FOR TEAM MARCH
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“We could not do this event without the support of Albertsons and the many local
businesses that step up year after year,” Dada said.

Nicholas Adcock, President and CEO of the Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce,
emphasized the Chamber’s commitment to March ARB and its people.

“The Chamber’s Military Affairs Council has always been proud to spend a day sharing our
gratitude for the men and women who serve on Team March,” Adcock said. “These
servicemembers sacrifice themselves, their livelihoods, and their families to ensure that
communities like Riverside, Moreno Valley, and Perris can feel safe and free to live. The
picnic also underscores that we can work together as servicemembers and civilians to build
bonds of friendship and camaraderie. That is why we have been hosting this lunch for more
than 40 years. It truly is a wonderful opportunity to ‘serve those who serve us.’”

For Dada, who also serves as an Air Force civic
leader for Air Mobility Command and U.S. Air
Force Reserve Command, the event represents
the unique bond between March ARB and the
surrounding community.

“This whole region is veteran-friendly, largely
because of March,” he said. “Our citizens feel
secure knowing there’s an active Air Force base
here, and they want to give back. The picnic is
how we show our gratitude.”

This year marks a milestone—half a century of
volunteers, businesses, and civic leaders
working hand-in-hand with March ARB to
celebrate the men and women who wear the
uniform.

“I leave the picnic energized, not exhausted,” Dada said. “My hope is that this tradition
continues for another 50 years.”

------------------------------------------------
Know Before You Go:

📅 Date: Saturday, Sept. 13, 2025

🕛 Time: 12:00 – 4:00 p.m.

📍 Location: LeMay Park, March ARB

🎶 Free food & drinks, live band, children’s activities, and the Commander’s dunk tank!

Open to all current Team March members & immediate family.

⚠️ Please note: No canopies, coolers, pets, alcohol, tents, or BBQ grills permitted

RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY PUTS ON PICNIC FOR TEAM MARCH
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MARCH ARB STRENGTHENS RESERVE RESOURCES THROUGH
ACTIVE DUTY PARTNERSHIPS

BY WENDY DAY

“We know we can’t do it all in-house,” said MSgt Kristopher “Motivate” Davidson,
Airman & Family Readiness NCOIC. “But that doesn’t stop us from making sure our
Reserve Airmen have access to what they need. These partnerships are about
finding ways to be better — together.”
 
During their visits, the MFRO staff linked up with personal financial counselors
(PFCs) at Camp Pendleton, established contacts for virtual education events, and
explored morale-building hubs like 3D print labs, book clubs, and even innovation
spaces available to active duty personnel.
 
“We don’t have a dedicated PFC here at March right now, but by partnering with
Pendleton and Miramar, our members can still connect virtually and get financial
education and support,” Davidson added. “We also learned about creative wellness
spaces and libraries that give Airmen a much-needed break from the daily grind —
that’s something we hope to bring to our own base in the future.”
 
MFRO’s programs are designed to be more than a handout, from the March Field
Food Security Program, to the Bundles for Babies, and programs like Air Force Aid
assistance, are designed to meet Airmen where they are — even when resources are
tight. Programs offer everything from $150 Zelle payments for new parents
attending workshops to referral support for special medical or dependent needs.

“This isn’t my office,” said Mrs. Briarly S. Wilson, Director of the Military & Family
Readiness Office. “This is the members’ office. We’re here to serve and if we don’t 
have what you need in-house, we will do our best to find it and connect you to it.

MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE, Calif.— The
Military & Family Readiness Office (MFRO)
at March Air Reserve Base has a big
mission: to support Reserve Airmen and
their families from enlistment to
retirement, despite limited on-site
resources. That mission just got stronger
thanks to new partnerships with nearby
active duty bases Camp Pendleton and
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Miramar.

Military life doesn’t come with a handbook 
 -- but it does come with stress, change, and a constant need to adapt. For Reserve
members, that challenge can be magnified when many of the traditional support
systems, like financial counselors or on-base libraries, aren’t available. Recognizing
that gap, MFRO staff visited regional Navy and Marine Corps installations to build
bridges, share resources, and expand their reach for the Total Force.



Whether it’s career counseling, emergency support, or guidance through life
transitions, we’re your constant from enlistment to retirement.”
 
From working with Navy counterparts on exceptional family member referrals to
coordinating access to job fairs and TAP (Transition Assistance Program) resources,
the team at March is focused on building a web of support that doesn’t stop at the
base gates.
 
While some active duty installations have more robust support structures and
staffing, many Reserve members still commute long distances or live in
surrounding communities like Temecula and Murrieta. By fostering inter-base
collaboration, MFRO is ensuring that these Airmen — and their families — don’t fall
through the cracks.
 
“We’re all military,” Davidson said. “Whether you're Reserve, Guard, or Active, we
should be lifting each other up. It’s about sharing knowledge and making sure
everyone has what they need to thrive.”
 
Visit or Contact the MFRO
 
 Military & Family Readiness Office
1351 Graeber St., Bldg. 2314, Room 105
March ARB, CA 92518
 951-655-5350
 E-mail: March.MFRC@us.af.mil
 
The MFRO is here to serve as a one-stop support shop for Airmen and their families
— offering crisis assistance, relocation support, employment guidance, financial
education, and more. For a full list of services, visit the office or call to schedule a
consultation.
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9/11 REMEMBRANCE
BY WENDY DAY

MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE, Calif. — Team March
gathered at Fire Station 1 on Sept. 11, 2025, to
honor the lives lost during the terrorist attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001, with a solemn remembrance
ceremony led by the March Fire Department.

The ceremony began with a formal welcome
from the fire department and an invocation,
setting a solemn tone as attendees bowed their
heads in prayer.

Installation Fire Chief Kile Stewart reflected on
the significance of the memorial, both personally
and for the fire service community.

This year, Fire Engineer Jesús Osorio rang the ceremonial bell, symbolizing respect and
remembrance for the 343 firefighters who lost their lives responding to the World Trade
Center.

“To me, it means a sense of commitment to the 343 firefighters who passed away on
9/11,” Osorio said. “I was only 8 years old when it happened, but it stuck with me. Now it’s
an honor to be able to do this for them.”

Airmen, civilians, and local community members in attendance joined together to pay
their respects, reinforcing the enduring bond between the fire service and the military
community.

Col. Bryan Bailey, 452nd Air Mobility Wing commander, emphasized the importance of
carrying forward the memory of 9/11.

“Today we honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice on that tragic day,” Bailey said.
“This remembrance is more than a ceremony—it is a commitment to never forget, to
recognize how that day reshaped our nation, and to ensure that we remain ready to
defend freedom for future generations.”

As the ceremony concluded, March ARB leaders and firefighters emphasized the
importance of preserving these traditions to ensure that new generations of Airmen
understand the legacy of service, sacrifice, and unity born out of that day.

YOUR PARAGRAPH TEXTYOUR PARAGRAPH TEXT“I WAS NERVOUS-MY HEART WAS RACING-BUT ONCE YOU START, YOU REALIZE EVERYONE’S LOOKING TO YOU. YOU JUST DELIVER.” THAT EXPERIENCE, HE SAYS, TAUGHT HIM THE IMPORTANCE OF EMBRACING DISCOMFORT FOR GROWTH AND SEEING THE BROADER AIR FORCE MISSION.

“As a member of Generation X, 9/11 is one of the defining moments of my life,” Stewart said.
“I remember watching the events unfold while on duty in Okinawa. Like many firefighters
and service members, my first thought was, ‘Where can I go to help?’ What stood out most,
though, was the unity that followed. The country came together as one, setting aside
differences to move forward as Americans.”



MARCH AIR RESERVE BASE, Calif. — With shovels, skid steers
and determination, the 452nd Civil Engineering Squadron is
clearing overdue trenches on March Air Reserve Base’s flight
line — a critical project that blends mission readiness with
hands-on training.
 
“This trench was for maintenance,” said Staff Sgt. Elvis Lara, a
heavy machinery and concrete specialist with the 452 CES. “It’s
collected vegetation and water, attracting birds right near the
airfield. We’re clearing it out to make the airfield safer and
reduce the risk of bird strikes.”
 
Operating heavy equipment in such a sensitive location
requires extensive planning and teamwork.

“You can’t just show up and start digging,” said Tech. Sgt.
Marvin Casillas, the project’s noncommissioned officer in
charge. “We had to coordinate with environmental
management, get digging permits, and make sure we were
cleared to work so close to flight operations. Planning is often
more challenging than the work itself.”

452ND CIVIL ENGINEERS KEEP AIRFIELD SAFE,
MISSION-READY

BY WENDY DAY

For the Airmen, the project is as much about readiness as it is
about infrastructure.
 
“This gives us the real-world, hands-on experience we need,” said
Staff Sgt. Israel Berber, a pavements and equipment specialist.
“Most of us don’t operate this kind of machinery in our civilian
jobs. Being here and running equipment helps us prepare for
deployments when lives and missions depend on us knowing
exactly what we’re doing.”
 
The team is utilizing a variety of equipment, including
excavators, dump trucks and compact track loaders. Berber
emphasized the importance of mastering every type of
machine.
 
“The more experience you have with different equipment, the
better you are in the field,” he said. “It’s not as easy as it looks.
You have to feel the machine, know how it responds, and be
able to adjust instantly.”
 
The squadron expects the project to conclude later this month,
but its value goes beyond a clear trench.
 
“When you see the progress you’ve made, it feels good,” Casillas
said. “It’s not just about moving dirt — it’s about protecting
aircraft, preparing for deployment, and keeping March mission-
ready.”



In the heart of California’s Inland Empire, over 160
families are part of a growing movement—one that
goes beyond wins and losses. It’s a story built on
personal tragedy, fueled by purpose, and sustained by
a community that believes in something greater. At
the center of it all are two programs changing the
landscape of youth sports: Relentless Premier Athletes
and Empire Sports Academy

Everything changed in December 2021 for MSgt Rodell
Martinez, a member of the 452nd Operations Support
Squadron and proud Inland Empire father. That
month, he lost his wife, U.S. Navy LTJG. Ivy Quintana-
Martinez, who previously served with the 452nd 

IT TAKES A VILLAGE: HOW ONE AIRMAN TURNED GRIEF
INTO A MOVEMENT UPLIFTING AN ENTIRE COMMUNITY

BY CAPT JOHNNY CHAU

Aeromedical Staging Squadron at March Air Reserve Base—the very place they first met back
in 2007. “We did everything together,” he says. “When she passed, I was completely lost. I had
to stay busy, or I would fall apart.”

That need for purpose led him to volunteer with a local youth football program. But what
should have been a healing outlet turned into something frustrating and disheartening. The
season was plagued with disorganization, missing gear, and whispers of mismanagement. “It
hurt to see the kids and families caught in it,” he recalls. “It was chaos.”

One day, he shared a simple but powerful idea with Head Coach Mike Page: “In seven years, I
need a program for my newborn son to play in—without the drama, without failed leadership.”
And that was how the seed was planted. A new kind of program, built on fairness, integrity,
and community, was on its way.

By the end of 2022, that idea became reality. A
five-member board was formed, each with equal
voice and vote, and the work began—reaching out
to schools, cities, and community leaders to secure
practice and game fields. Murrieta Mesa High
School became home base. By 2023, Relentless
Premier Athletes was up and running—and they
made their presence known in a big way, winning
two state championships and a national title in
their very first season.

However, the real win wasn’t in the trophies.
Families from as far as Victorville, San Bernardino,
and Moreno Valley started driving to be part of
what was happening. “We built more than a
football team—we built a standard,” he says. “A
place where kids are coached to be better
athletes, but more importantly, better people.”
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Even with more than 200 hours a season devoted to coaching and serving on the board, he
still felt there was more to give. That’s when Empire Sports Academy came to life. The roots of
it go back to the pandemic, when he started a neighborhood workout group just to keep kids
active and connected. Now, that energy lives on in a full-scale sports performance academy,
focused on developing athletes physically, mentally, and emotionally.

“We train with heart,” he says. “It’s not about being perfect. If a kid shows up and gives effort, I’ll
give them everything I’ve got.” Empire Sports Academy provides mentorship, strength and
conditioning, agility work, and a strong focus on total growth—designed for athletes from all
sports and backgrounds.
For parents navigating youth sports, he offers some heartfelt advice: trust the coaches, be
present, and support your child. “These coaches volunteer countless hours. And if there’s a
cheat code to help your kid get stronger, faster, and more confident, why not take it? Just 3–5
hours a week of training can be life-changing.”

This year, MSgt Martinez steps into a new role as the Head Coach for the 7U team. His youngest
son is now three, and he’s already picturing the day he hands him off to a trusted coach in the
very program he helped build from the ground up.

As for Empire Sports Academy, the vision is big. It’s about more than sports. It’s about creating
a hub for the entire Inland Empire—where young athletes train, grow, and become the best
version of themselves. “One day, I want to see a kid on national TV say, ‘I trained at Empire.’
That’s the dream.”
Reflecting on the journey, he’s filled with gratitude. “This experience has brought so many
amazing people into my life, and I’ve learned something from every one of them. To my family
—thank you for standing by me. To our Relentless and Empire families, thank you for trusting
us with your children.”

YOUR PARAGRAPH TEXT

And to those who helped build it all:
“Senior”—thank you for showing me what leadership looks like.
Mike—we did this together.
Corina—you’re the backbone of both programs.
Chad—thank you for believing.

To Darris, Hugo, Tony, Doug, K, Mark, Real Results, and all the volunteer coaches—not just
ours, but in every program—thank you.

It truly takes a village to change the world.

Based in Murrieta, California, Relentless Premier Athletes kicks off its season in September,
with practices already underway three days a week. The program is currently welcoming
new players, with roster spots available in the 7U, 8U, and 12U divisions.
Enrollment is also open for Empire Sports Academy’s August 2026 session, based in
Temecula, California.

To support athletes beyond the field, the Academy offers a mobile app featuring tailored
workouts and sport-specific training programs—accessible anytime, from anywhere
For more information on Relentless Premier Athletes, please visit
https://www.relentlesspremierathletes.com and Empire Sports Academy at
https://iesportsacademy.com

https://www.relentlesspremierathletes.com/
https://iesportsacademy.com/
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